Normal colonic epithelial cell line HCoEpiC, HT-29 and SW480 cell was transfected with miR-NC or miR-215-3p. After 24 hrs post-transfection, cells were incubated with 10 µg/mL bromodeoxyuridine (BrdU) (Roche, Indianapolis, IN) for 4 hrs. The cells were then fixed in 4% paraformaldehyde for 15 minutes, incubated with 2M HCl for 30 minutes to denature genomic DNA, and neutralized by 0.1M Na2B4O7 for 5 minutes. The cells were subsequently stained with mouse monoclonal anti-BrdU antibody (Roche, Indianapolis, IN) and AF488 anti-mouse antibody (Invitrogen, San Diego, CA). The cells were also stained with 4,6-diamidino-2-phenylindole (DAPI) (Sigma, St Louis, MO). The percentage of BrdU incorporation was determined by counting the number of BrdU-positive nuclei among DAPI-stained nuclei in three independent microscope fields.
. HCoEpiC cells were transfected with miR-215-3p or miR-NC, respectively. The role of miR-215-3p on the proliferation of HCoEpiC cell was assessed using MTT assay. 
